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S ERM ON, Qs. 


Ma T. V. 44. | 
But I ſay unto you, love your 
Enemies, bf them that curſe you, 
do good to them that hate you, and 


pray for them which deſpirefully uſe 
you, and enn You, 


UR Saviour's Pabel Defion in 
| vo” this his Sermon on the Mount 
Iz was to teach Men true Sentz- 


mente of Morality, and form 
them to the Practice of it. Tho' the 


7 ews were fayoured with a Revelation 


o 


ther Nation, yet, in 


1 
from Heaven, for God ſhewed his Word 
unto jacob, Hhigotatutes and his Fudgments 
unto > rad png. not granted to any o- 
their latter degenerate A- 
ges, Religion was ſo groſly corrupted among 
them, that ſcarcely had they juſt Notions 
concerning any one point of Piety or 
Virtue. The Fear of God was taught 
by the Precepts of Men, and Superſti- 
tion came in the place of true ſubſtantial 
Godlineſs, which is a reaſonable Service; 
and for Purity, Juſtice, and Mercy, they 
were not only not prat7i/ed, but even 
not rightly nien ſtood. The firſt Work 
therefore to which our Divine Teacher 
applied himfelf, ſince he was firſt ſent 
to the loſt Sheep of the Houſe of Iirael, 
was to rectify their Opinions upon he ſe 
Subjects. Accordingly he gives them 
rticular Inſtructions in every impor- 
tant Article of Duty, ſetting againſt their 
received Comments on the Law, and 
Traditions of the Elders, his own much 
better Explications, which, being perfect- 
ly agreeable to the Dictates of pane 
ed Reaſon, muſt at the firſt propoſing 
them command the Approbation of every 
unprejudiced and attentive Mind. In 
Purfuance of this .Deſign, having cſta- 
bliſhed the true Doctrine of Humanity, 
or Good-will to the Liyes and other In- 
tereſts 


(5) 
tereſts of our Neighbours, which he car- 
ries ſo far as to the reſtraining all the 
wrathful Paſſions, and prohibiting ſtrictly 
the injurious Effects of them, under the 
Penalty of the ſevereſt future Puniſnments; 
as alſo the Doctrine of Chaſtity, conju- 
gal Fidelity, Reverence for the Name of 
God in ſwearing, and the Forgiveneſs of 
leſſer Injuries for the Sake of Peace, he 
at laſt proceeds to the moſt ſublime Ex- 
erciſe of Charity, which is the ver 
Height of religious Perfection. The 
Rules of Chriſtianity upon this head could 
not but be very ſurprizing ro Men who 
had been in a quite different way of 
thinking, They imagined that they ac- 
quitted themſelves well in rendering to 
others ſuch Uſage as they met with, in 
loving their Friends, and hating their 
Enemies; they aeknowledged the Obli- 
gation of returning kind Offices to ſuch 
as treated them well; but thought 
themſelves at full Liberty to - retaliate 
Wrongs, and by a keen Reſentment 
make themſelves formidable to all who 
ſhould invade their Rights. Bur our 
great Maſter will have his Diſciples go 
much farther, even to love their Ene- 
mies, to bleſs them that curſe them, 
fo do good to them that hate them, and 
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to pray for them which deſpitefully uſe 
them and perſecute them. 
Faris is a pitch of Virtue which our 
Hearts muſt applaud, however difficult it 
may ſeem; but it ought not to be thought 


impracticable, tho' it is very, high for hu- 


man Frailty to attain. Jo carry us as 
far in it as poſſible, and exalt our Nature 


to the higheſt Perfection of Charity it is 


capable of, our Saviour propoſes that we 
ſhould engage our ſerious. Attention to 


the Goodneſs;of God, and make that the 
Pattern to which we will always endea- 


vour to conform our ſelves. It is ac- 


know ledged that true Religion, the no- 


bleſt Accompliſhment of our Minds, their 


Glory and their Happineſs, gonſiſts in an 
Imitation of the Deity. That muſt be 


the moſt praiſe - worthy Quality, and theſe 
the moſt laudable Actions, that come 
neareſt to a Reſemblance of the divine 
moral Perfections, Now e e is 


the Glory of the ſupreme Being himlelf. 


It is impoſſible for us to think otherwiſe; 
If we ſhould ſuppoſe a Being poſſeſſed of 
all other Excellencies in the N de- 
gree without Goodneſs,  the., Character 
would not be amiable. And as thele are 
naturally our Sentiments, they are [Ing 
fectly agreeable to Scripture, W ich 
gives us this Idea of God that he zs 


Love, 
* 


621 
Love, and always repreſents his Goodneſs as 
ö his Glory. Thus when Moſes pray d that 
God would ſhew him h Glory, the fa- 
vourable Anſwer he obtained to his Re- 
queſt was, I ui make all my Goodneſs 
paſs before thee. And when that divine 
Perſon, the Word, who is the Image of 
the inviſible God, appeared in the Like- 
neſs of our Fleſh, the Brightneſs of 
Glory. which he manifeſted in a peculiar 
Manner, was Grace aud Truth. Now 
to be ſatisfied that the Beneficence re- 
commended in the Text, as exalted and 
difficult as it ſeems to be, is no more 
than an Imitation of the divine Bounty. 
we need only obſerve the conſtant Ad- 
miniſtration of Providence, and the E- 
vents which daily occur to us. We ſee 
that all 1 things, particularly Man- 
kind, are ſtill provided for by their com- 
ſſionate Father, and even the #nthank- 
ful and evil are not caſt out of his Care; 
as ir is faid in the verſe following the 
Text, He maketh his Sun toriſe on them, 
and ſeudeth Rain on the Fuſt and the 
"Onjuſt. * And thus the Obligation to this 
ſublime Virtue, which would ſeem to our 
firſt T wes too high for human Weak- 
nels, and to be admired rather than 
Practiſed by us; I fay the Obligation 
to it is deduced by our Saviour, in * 
moſt 
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moſt convincing Manner, from the com: 
mon Topic which muſt irrefiſtably ſtrike 
every conſidering Mind, and leave no 
room for Objections againſt it. | 
FROM this we may form a juſt No- 
tion of Chriſtianity, and judge of its 
true Deſign ; that it is to improve the 
human Nature in moral Goodneſs, to re- 
claim Men from their corrupt Diſpoſiti- 
ons and vicious Habits, and make them 
as like God in all his imitable Perfections 
as it is poſſible for ſuch Creatures to be. 
Other Notions of the Goſpel Scheme are 
unworthy. To repreſent it as intended 
to diſtinguiſh ſome of Mankind from 
others, by Privileges which are ſeparable 
from, or do not —— terminate in 
the Perfection of moral Rectitude, this 
is to do it great Wrong. Above all; the 
new Teſtament ſtrongly urges Meck- 
nals, Goodneſs and Patience, and by the 
Fruits of theſe. Virtues, muſt the Diſci- 
ples of Jeſus Chriſt be known. One may 
truly ſay that the Man who _ for 
the Favour of God, merely upon his pro- 
feſſing the Chriſtian Religion, attending 
its poſitive Inſtitutions, embracing its 


Doctrines, and maintaining them ' Zea- 


louſly, or any ſuch like Grounds, with- 
out imitating the divine Goodneſs, Long- 


ſuffering Patience, and Mercy, that Man 


deceives 


(9) 
deceives himſelf ; he may imagine that 
he is a Chriſtian, and call himſelf one, 
bur he is not ſo in reality. And ir 
may be as juſtly ſaid that a Society of 
men, agreeing in the profeſſion of the 
Chriſtian Doctrines, and the participa- 
tion of the Chriſtian Rites, when the 


fruits of righteouſneſs and charity de ; | 


not appear in their Lives, that ſuch, a. 
Society does not deſerve the name of 
a Chriſtian Church; eſpecially a Society 
which ſubſiſts upon Foundations, and is 
governed by maxims, directly oppoſite 
to thoſe of the Goſpel; which, inſtead 
of bearing perſecution meekly and pa- 
tiently, and returning good for evil, is 
injurious, cruel, and reyengeful ; whoſe 

intereſts are ſupported, and its religion, 
ſo called, propagated by force and vi- 
olence. I wth — | 

Tag occaſion. of. our Aſſembly this 

day leading us to reflect on the miſchie- 
vous ſpirit and tendency. of Popery, 
we cannot, I think, take our Riſe to it 
better than from this Text, by compa- 
ring it with which, there will appear, as 
plainly as in any inſtance, its direct con- 
trariety to the Chriſtian Religion. We 
may alſo, from the ſame declaration of 
our Saviour, draw wierd inſtructions to 
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( 1 ) 
our ſelves, and ſuitable to the preſent 
Solemnity. 
I. LET us fr/t of all, following the 
direction of this text, ſet Chriſtianit 
and Popery againſt each other, with ref- 
to their genuine tendency in form- 
ing the diſpoſitions of men, and their 
behaviour 3 another, and they 
will appear as ite as Light is to 
— 1 23 S | 
O ux bleſſed Saviour had it in view 
by his Goſpel to promore the common 
happineſs of mankind upon the fonnda- 
tions of Virtue and Charity, and to re- 
ſtore and preferve peace among them by 
aniting their affections, and deliveri 
them from the dominion. of thoſe ia 
which warred in their Members, the 
cauſes of their wars and fiphtengs , 
confuſſon, and every evil work. But 
Whereas concord was unhappily broken, 
and the world become a Scene of di- 
order; not only the /e/fi/b-paſhions of 
men ſer them at variance, but Religion 
it ſelf was lo far perverted, as to be the 
caule of hatred and animoſity; in ſuch 
a Caſe it was impoſſible to reunite their 
alienated hearts, and re-eſtabliſh har- 
mony, otherwiſe than by changing their 
ſentiments, and giving them truer no- 
tions both of piety towards God, _ 
Ce 


En 


benevolence to Men, ſhewing them 
that the former is the ſure foundation 
and the chief ſupport of the other, and 
that the true perfection of our nature 
conſiſts in an imitation of the divine mo- 
ral Attributes, which will lead us to an 
inviolable regard to the felicity of man- 
kind in general, and of every individual 
as far as it is in our power. This is of 
the very Eſſence of the Chriſtian ſcheme. 
And in order to carry it on the more 
effectually, the great Author ſuppoſes the 
ſtate of things, when he publiſſ d it, ro 
be juſt as it was in fat ; that men were 
enemies to one another, proud, wrath- 
ful, and contentious; many of them. the 
moſt of all averſe to thoſe who diſtin- 
omen themſelves by the purity and 
icity of their worſhip, and the in- 
nocence of their whole behaviour. Hay, 
fuppoſing this to be the caſe, our Savi- 
our reaches thoſe who would embrace 
his inſticution, ro accommodare their 
deportment to the condition in which 
they actually were, that is, being as 
ſheep im the midſt of wolves, fierce 
adverſaries of their profeſſion and their 
porous who would perſecute and de- 
pitefully uſe them, to exhibir to the world 
bright examples of the moſt exalted. be- 
nevolence and charity, by rendering 
B 2 | lave 
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love for hatred, and the beſt offices in 
their power for cruel treatment. 
Ix indeed the Chriſtian Doctrine were 
univerſally. and ſincerely embraced, and 
the word of Chriſt had its proper influ. 
ence on the minds of all men, there 
would be Peace on earth and mutual 
Good-will among men; fierceneſs and 
cruelty, with their horrid effects, mi- 
ſery and deſolation, muſt ceaſe; there 
could then be no ſuch thing as forgive- 
neſs and the exerciſe of mecknels, ſtrict- 
ly ſpeaking, becauſe there would be no 
hatred, perſecution, and deſpiteful u- 
lage. But when it is otherwiſe, and we 
are in a mix'd imperfect, ſtate, the beſt 
having their infirmities, and a great ma- 
ny full of the leaven of malice and 
wickedneſs, the children of God muſt 
be blameleſs and harmleſs, without re- 
buke, in the midſt of a crooked-and per- 
ver ſe generation, ſhining as lights in 
the world. We cannot but be ſenſible 
that this is what our bleſſed Maſter in- 
diſpenſibly requires, as moſt conducive 
to his ſervice, and the honour of his 
religion, and abſolutely neceſſary to our 
obtaining his approbation. That the 
obligation upon Chriſtians is univerſal, 
extending to all men, and all ca ſes, 
wherein they can be, is evident from the 


ff ſup- | 
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ſuppoſition of the Text, which is that 


of the ſevereſt tryals from men, even 
of enmiry, curſing, perſecution, and 
deſpiteful uſage. If all this does not 
iffolve the bond of beneyolence, it is 
hard to tell what does, or to imagine 
any thing which can fer us more at 2 
diſtance, and provoke, and even juſtify, 
reſentment inſtead of kindneſs. Enmi- 
ty or hatred, 'with their bitter fruits, 
may be conceived as arifing either from 


private paſſions and interfering intereſts, | 


or from public differences, particularly 
in religion. It is certain theſe latter 
are often as fierce as any, and I think tis 
plain hey are not excluded from the 
meaning of the text; that is, that the 
Diſciples of Chriſt ſhould not only be rea- 
dy to forgive private injuries, and to 
render good for them, but that they 
ſhould have the-ſame diſpoſitions towards 
_ the adverſaries of their re/igi9u#pro- 
feſſion. Nay this indeed was the prima- 
ry intention of the many charges of this 
fort, which our Saviour gave to his firſt 
followers. He does not ſuppoſe them 
only or principally ro be inyolved in per- 
ſonal quarrels with their neighbours; bar 
to be expoſed to the rage and fury of 
men, becauſe of their religious ſentiments 
and practices. Thus he warns the = 

les 
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(14) 
ſtles that they ſhould be called before 
Kings and Councils for his ſake, that 
is for their adherence to his doctrine 
and precepts, and that ſuch differences 
ſhould ariſe about Chriſtianity, that fa- 
milies would be divided in their affecti- 
ons, fathers and ſons, mothers and 
'' daughters, ſet againſt each other, and 4 
i man's foes be thoſe of his own houſe. 
This was exemplified in the primitive 
Chriſtians, cruelly perſecuted for the fake 
of their Religion. Their Maſſer went 
before them in enduring all manner of 
reproaches and ill uſage for his good 
offices to mankind, in endeavouring their 
reformation ; and. iff the laſt extremity. 
of diſtrels, when led as 4 Jamb to t 
Slaughter, he was dumb, not opening 
his mouth in threatnings or invectives, 
but prayed, Father forgive them for 
they know not what they do; leaving 
us au example that we ſhould follow 
his ſteps. After him, Stephen with his 
laſt breath returned prayers for curſes, 
crying, juſt as he expired by the hands 
of barbarous men ſtoning him to Death, 
Lord lay not this Sin to their charge. 
So did all the Apoſtles ſtill maintain their 
innocence unblemithed, and their charity 
inviolable, even to their moſt crucl per. 
ſecutors. ; 47 | | 
| ALL 
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ALL this is not to be underſtood as 
if Chriſtianity were intended to deftroy 
the unalterable Right of mankind to 
defend their Lives and their Liberties, 


a which that of Conftrence is the 


moſt ſacred, againſt unjuſt violence; as 
if we were obliged by the rules of our 
religious profeſft on to offer our throats 
to ruffians, and ſubmit univerſally to 


the moſt lawleſs tyranny. But the re- 


ligion of the holy Jeſus forbids Revenge. 
Even when neceſſary ſelf-defence is al- 
lowed, nay is moſt juſt and honourable, 
Chriſtians ſhould be always ready to be 
reconciled, never carrying their reſent- 


ment farther than ſelf-preferyation re- 


ires. When that End is obtained. and 

rce is no more needed to repel cauſe- 
leſs wrongs, then the offices of Love 
take place, and the utmoſt cruelties ought 
not to be retaliated. In the caſe of 
the Apoſtles and other primitive Chriſti- 
ans the Right of ſelf-defence was entire- 
ly out of the queſtion. Their ſituation 
was ſuch that it was not at all in their 

wer to uſe it. And ſo God was plea- 
ed to order, in his infinite wiſdom, that 
in them might be exemplified illuſtriouſſy 


the virtues of meekneſs, patience, 


and charity, which are the glory of his 
Goſpel, for a Pattern to all who ſhould 
£ afterwards 
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afterwards believe, and for a teſtimony 
ro the world of the truth, the purity; 
and the innocence of the Chriſtian Faith. 
But at 4, Times Chriſtianity appears, as 
originally delivered by its bleſſed Author, 
to be an innoftenſive inſtitution, breath- 
ing nothing but peace, and tending to in- - 
{pire its profeſſors with the ſtrongeſt ſen- 
timents of kindneſs and good - will to all 
men; kindneſs not to be extinguiſhed 
even by hatred, injuries, and = 

ſo far from giving any allowance to 
rage and cruelty in the defence and 
propagation of it; of which we have 
a remarkable Inſtance in the ſevere re- 
proof our Saviour gave two of his 
Diſciples, who moved to have fire brought 
down from heaven to deſtroy ſome of 
the Samaritans, becauſe they refuſed to 
receive him into their village. Lutte 
IX. 55 56. He turned and rebuked 
them, àud ſaid, ye know not what man- 
ner of - ſpirit ye are of, for the Son of 
Man is not come to deſtroy Men's lives, 
but to ſave then. 

Now let us ſet Popery againſt this, 
and we ſhall ſee a moſt perfect Contraſt. 
No two ichemes can poſſibly be. more 


inconſiſtent ; ſo that if the one be true 
and divine, the other muſt be falle, and 
owe it ſelf to a quite different Original. 

: I 


(7) 

1 do not mean that the Nomiſh Church 
profeſſes to disbelieve or expreſly dilap- 
prove the words of our Saviour in the text, 
or that this is her avowed doctrine, that 
Chriſtians may hate their enemies, andre - 
venge themſelves upon their perſecutors: 
That would be too groſs and barefaced a 
contradiction to the goſpel, to confiſt with 
any pretence to the chriſtian #ame. But 
notwithſtanding the profeſſion and. affee- 
ted appearance of an agreement, there is 
a real and irreconcileable contrariety bes 
tween the principles, the ſpirit, and prac- 
ctice of that Church, and rhe doctrine of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in this point, which 
is evidently of the utmoſt importance, e-. 
ven eſſential, to the defign of his inſtirt» 
tion. I obſerved before that our Saviour's 
intention was to eſtabliſh univerſal bene» 
yolence to mankind as a moft neceſſary 
part of his religion, without which no 
Joundnels of faith, or profeſſion of piety 
will entitle any man to the character of 
his true diſciple. In order to teach this, 

and enfcrce it the more effectually on the 
minds of his followers, he applies his rule 
of Charity to the moſt difficult caſes, and 
expreſly determines thar ir muſt be prac- 
tis d in them. As if he had ſaid; The 
great Law of mutual Good - will among 
5 ; C men 
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« men has not been hitherto ſufficiently 
« underſtood in the world. Their noti- 
„ ons have been too narrow, and ſo have 
their hearts. They have confined their 
affectionate regards to their friends, or 
unoffending neighbours. But I #ow tell 
„ you that the ſacred bond of benevo- 

lence is indiſſoluble even by injuries and 
provocations. And as the clear inſtructi- 


46 


ons I have publiſhed, and the privile- 


ges I have granted to you, give juſt 
ground to expect you ſhould do more 
than others, I particularly require that 
your reſpect to your heavenly Father and 
to me ſhall appear in this inſtance, that 
«© you will love your enemies. Will 
any one ſay that wrath and cruelty againſt 
innocent unprovoking men is not a treſ- 
pals againſt this law of Chriſt, and the do- 
ctrine which teaches it a contradiction to 
his doctrine ? Shall this be taken for his 
meaning; © you muſt love your enemies, 
not only the enemies of your perſons 

but your religion, who per/ecute you 
but at the ſame time you may hate, and 
oppreſs, and deſpitefully uſe thoſe who 

0 not perſecute you, but are your 
friends, at leaſt have never injured you; 
on the contrary, are willing to live qui- 
etly and peaceably with you, only clai- 
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ming to themſelves the ſame liberty 
+* which they allo allow you of follow- 
ing the direction of their own judgments 
in matters of religion ” ? Do not the 
men who perſecute us for our religion dif- 
fer as much from us as they who, havin 
the ſame or no more erroneous ſentiments, 
do nor perſecute us? And is it not an in- 
tolerable abſurdity put upon the inſtitution 
of our Lord, to ſay that when he expteſly 
enjoins meekneſs and charity to the for- 
mer, at the ſame time he intended to li- 
cence the utmoſt barbarity and rage againſt 
the other ? i N 
Bur let us conſider the ptetences by 
which the Church of Rome juſtifies per- 
ſecution, and by whichalone indeedir ca# 
be juſtified. It is, they allege, neceſſary 


for the honour of God, for the propaga- 


tion of Chriſtianity, and preferving the 
truth uncorrupted, when the gentle methods 
of inſtruction and admonition prove inef- 
fectual, to reclaim the erroneous by penal- 
ties from their dangerous errors, and de- 
ter others from falling into them. ah 
not to inſiſt on any other arguments again 

theſe pretences, ſuppoſing them to be a- 
greeable to the mind of Chriſt, (without 
that ſuppoſition they muſt be acknowled- 
ged to be good for nothing) let us only com- 
| G pate 


TY 
* 
YH 
- 
7 
% 
it 
5 
7 
1 
. 
o 
«4 
N 
. 
A 
1 
= 


9 


_ 


64209 


Mare them with the text, and ſee in what 
i aht the Chriſtian Religion muſt then ſtand 
as it was juſt making its entrance into the 
world. Every one muſt be ſenſible that 
our Saviour was not barely ſilent about the 
methods of promoting his doctrine, and ſe- 
Curing and enlarging his kingdom, by per- 
ſecution. And indeed it was neceſſary for 
him to conceal this; for the avowing it 
on bave-fixed in men of all 2 
an unconquerable prejudice againſt his in- 
ſtirytion ; nay. 1 will add, it muſt have 
juſtified them in rejecting ir. For could it 
ever be reaſonable for them to ſubject them 
ſelves and all mankind to the ſevereſt pe- 
nalties, in caſe they ſhould not receive a 
doctrine which they had not thoroughly 
examined? But, I ſay, he was not barely 
ſilent about this: he ſet up on a quite op- 
poſite foundation. He camè with a pretence 
of peace and a higher perfection of charity 
than the world had known. before, enjoi- 
ning his Apoſtles, the. firſt miniſters of his 
kingdom, inſtcad of uſing force, and treat- 
ing others A to bear injuries pati- 
ently, and render good for evil. Now up- 
on the pee that the principles of per- 
ſecution I have mentioned, are really a- 
greeable to his mind, and therefore that he 
intended afterwards: to allow and to autho- 
. rile 


r 


() 
riſe perſecution, what part did he act, and 
what muſt the world think of him? Cer- 
tainly that his firſt pretences were falſe aud 
hypocritical; that his deſign was to draw 
men into the embracing of his doctrine by 
repreſenting ir quite otherwiſe than it re- 
ally is; and when they ſhould be once 
caught in the ſnare, the mask was to be 
thrown off, and they were to meet with 
curſes and priſons, racks and gibbets, fire 
and fword, inſtead of the charity, and 
prayers, and good offices, 'whereby they 
were allured into his ſervice, Thus we 
lee what odions colours the Popiſh prin- 
ciples of perſecution, pretended ro be chri- 
ſian, caſt upon the goſpel and its author. 
According to them, compared with the o- 
riginal declarations of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, 
Chriſtianiry when propoſed to Infidels to 
make its way in the World, and when it 
has gained à reception, and is ſupported 
by force, having numbers and power on 
its ſide, are as different things as mildnefs 
and cruelty. But the truth only is, chri- 
ſtianity and popery are as different. 
Ix is ſcarcely neceffary to ſhew that this 
is no falſe charge againſt the church of 
"Rome, Hiſtories of undoubted credit prove 
with undeniable evidence that ſhe is ſtai- 
ned with blood. What multitudes have 
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been barbarouſly butchered for refuſing to 
embrace the chriſtian religion as propoled 
by. Papiſts * The Spaniſh conqueſts in 
America are laid by tome Popiſh hiſtori- 
ans themſelves to have been attended with 
the deſtruction of fifty millions, becauſe 
they were Infidels and Idolaters. I men- 
tion this particularly, becauſe it is a caſe 
wherein all Chriſtians are agreed, that truth, 
tho' in the opinion of many, blended with 
falſhood, was on the ſide of the perſecu- 
tors, and error was with the ſufferers; yet 
yet, nothing could be more abhorrent 
from the chriſtian ſpirit, and it was ſcarce· 
ly poſſible to do. our Saviour greater di- 
. and injuſtice than by pretending to 


pPropagate his religion by ſuch cruelty. The 


enmity of that perſecuting church againſt 
her Fellow-profefſors of chriſtianity, has 
appeared with equal rage. The queſtion 
is not whether they were Hereticks or not, 
that is, according to their notion, belie- 
vers of falſe doctrine. On that point the 
Papiſis and we are divided; they affirm, 
and we deny. But however that be, the 
crime is juſt the ſame, and tis as truly an- 
tichriſtian, contrary to the ſpirit and laws 


of the goſpel. to perſecutę the erroneous 


as the ſoundeſt believer in the world. The 


Cru- 


(23) 
Cruſades againſt the followers of J/alde 
and the Albigenſes, the maſſacre of Pa- 
ris, and the following perſecutions in 
France, the Marian perſecution in Eu- 
gland, and that gebellion in this kingdom, 
our deliyerance from which, and the dread- 
ful effects of it, we commemorate this day; 
all theſe, with innumerable other inſtances, 
undeniably prove that this is the practice of 


the Romiſh church againſt all Who differ 
from her. f Ar | 

A ND that {ach horrid cruelty is not on- 
ly the effect of human Paſſion to be charg- 
ed on particular perſons, whether Laymen 
or Eccleſiaſticks. but the effect of Prin. 
ciple, and the eſtabliſhed doctrine of Pa- 
piſts, is evident from its having all the 
ſanction of public authority that any ar- 
ticle of their Creed has. There are Ca- 


nons and Conſtitutions of Churches, and 


decrees of general Councils, pretending 


to infallibility, which require Princes un- 


der the penalty of excommunication, de» 
poſition, and damnation, to extirpate He- 
reticks; and that none ſhall mount the 
Throne till they have ſworn to do [0 ; and 
if- afterwards they ſhall violate that oath, 
declare them Anathema Maranarha, and 
that they ſhall be the fuelof eternal fire. 
By the ſame authority indulgences and high 
Fo _ C's prix 
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privileges are granted to all who ſhall diſ- 
tinguiſh themſelves by. their active zeal in 
puniſhing Hereticks ; releaſes are given 
from penances, and greater degrees of the 
future everlaſting happineſs promiſed for 
thoſe actions, conſecrated by the name of 
pious zeal, which otherwiſe, according to 
the dictates of humanity it ſelf, not to 
ſpeak of the pure and peaceable religion 
of Chriſt, could be called no other than 
exccrable villanies. But it is needleſs to 
inſiſt on a point ſo clear, indeed which is 
juſtified and gloried in by moſt of that 
communion, unleſs where their intereſt; 
I mean that of their church, makes it con- 
venient to diſſemble or diſguiſe their real 
principles, that is when they are endea» 
vouring to make proſelytes from other pro- 
feſſions, to whom their doctrine of per. 
fecution, ſet in a true light, might be too 
Par pena bs n 

FROM what has been faid we may judge 
concerning the Popiſh communion con- 
ſidered as eccleſiaſtical or religious, and 
I do not ſee that the character of a chrif- 
tian chureh can with any propriety be al- 
cribed to it, if by a chriſtian church we 
mean a fociety of men embracing the re-. 
gion of Chrift, profeſſing his doctrine as 
the rule of their faith, and his precepts as 


3 
the rule of their actions. One would 
think that to entitle them to that deno- 
mination they ſhould at leaſt not ſo open- 
9 and avowedly contradict the plain de- 

gn of the goſpel; and eſtabliſh themſelves 
on a foot directly everſive of it. They 
muſt know very little of the chriſtian 
ſcheme, who do not know that its prin- 
cipal view is to form men's tempers, and 
to direct their behaviour towards each o- 
ther, as well as towards Almighty God; 
particularly to infpire them with the ſttong- 
eſt ſentiments of mutual benevolence, and 
teach them offices of the tendereſt ſym- 
pathy and ns, Inſtead of this 4 
narrow, intereſted, party ſpirit, extin- 
guiſhing that generous affection to mankind 
which is the glory of the human nature; 
with the moſt inveterate rancour againſt 
all who are of different opinions concern- 
ing points of religion ;. this is the ſpirit 
that runs through and atiimates the whole 
fyſtem of Popery. The Roamiſh church 
by a glaring contradiction mult be called 
the Catholic church, ſalvation appropriat. 
ed to it, and all our of its Pale ied 
out of the favour of God; which, tho? 
it can have no other effect, makes the per- 
fons ſo injurioufly and contemptuouſly 
treated hateful to papiſts themſelves, and 
8 in 


-* 


(26) 
in them, ſo far as that ſpirit prevails, tends. 
rodeſtroy humanity, -which the chriſtian 
religion was deſigned to eſtabliſh. It is 
not indeed every error that will unchriſ- 
tian a man who calls himſelf a chriſtian, 
nor does the open profeſſion of ſome er- 
rors unchurch a ſociety which is called a 
church. Such a notion has too much of 
the leaven of Popery it ſelf. There may 
be, tis certain, groſs miſtakes in point of 


ſpeculation conſiſtent with pious and vir- 


raous affections and a good practice, which 
are the vitals of religion, I ſhould not be 
ready to think Tranſubſtantiation it ſelf, 
as great an ry as it is, and only to. 
be received upon the ruins of all certain 
human knowledge, yet conſidered merely 
as a ſpeculative. error. and abſtracting 
from the application of it to ſupport the 
facrifice of the Maſs and the idolatrous 
worſhip. of the Hoſt ; I ſhould not, I ſay, 


be ready to think it fo utterly inconſiſt- 


ent with the yery Being of chriſtianity. 
But to call a ſcheme ſo deſtructive of peace 
and liberty and the ſocial affections of man- 
kind by the name of the chriſtian religi: 
on, a divine inſtitution which is ##ure and 
peaceable and gentle, formed for the uni- 
verſal Good of the world; and to call a 
church eſtabliſhed on the foot of perſecu- 


tion, 
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tion, and ſupported by it, a chriſtian church; 
this is to confound things as oppoſite in 


their nature as any can al e; it is 
to confound moral differences, tending 


therefore to ſubvert all 5 7 and mo- 


rality; it is to put darkneſs for light, and 
bitter. for ſweet, and to call Evil Good. 

I know proteſtant divines, of conſider- 
able note. have judged differently con- 
cerning the popiſh church, allowing her to 
be a true tho? a very corrupt one, and to 
have all the eſſentials of a chriſtian church. 
tho' mixed with dangerous errors in prin- 
7 5 77 and groſs ſuperſtition in worſhip. 
This Mans} ha bas been artfully impro- 
ved by the emiſſaries of Rome as an argu- 
ment, by which they have, I'm afraid too 
ſucceſsfully, endeayour'd to draw over pro- 
teſtants to their communion, thus plauſi- 
bly addreſſing them; ** is it not ſafer 
for you to come over to our Church, 
in which your moſt. learned writers 
acknowledge a poſſibility of ſalvation, 
for that all the eſſentials of a true church 
remain with us, than continue in a ſo- 
„ ciety, which we, the far greater num- 


ber of chriſtians, and with us perſons of 


the greateſt eminence, ” pronounce ab- 
ſolutely to be no church at all, and that 
++ while you remain in it you are in a 
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++ ſtate of damnation”. There may be a 
good anſwer given to this reaſoning, even 
upon the * that the Romiſſi church 


is a true but degenerate one. But what 
would moſt efeckually cut off all preten- 
ces of that kind, and I am convinc'd : tis 
very juſt, is to deny abſolutely that the 
Romiſh church has at all the eſſentials of 
true chriſtian church, any more than a 
lifeleſs te has the eſſentials of a living 
original, or a dead putrid carcaſs the eſſen- 
tials of a living man. The Papiſts, tis true, 
profeſs. the fundamental docttines of chriſ- 
tianity ; they profeſs to believe the Bible 
which contains them all; and they pro- 
feſs particularly all the articles of the A. 
poſtle's Creed. But what does all this a- 
mount to more than their having a form 
of Godlineſs while they deny the power 
Fit? Ina Moral Syſtem compoſed of 
good principles and bad, wherein the for- 
mer are rendered utterly ineffectual, be- 
jng defeated by the influence of the lat- 
ter, which ſtrongly operate, I ſee no dif- 
ficulty in pronouncing the %%% bad, the 
good being only retained in name, and 
to give the better colour to the poiſon 
which is conccal'd under them. What good 
effect can the truth have while it is de- 
tain d. in unrighteouſneſs? Muſt it not 

highly 


— , 
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highly aggravate the wickedneſs of the 
moſt learned Papiſts (may not one even 
venture to pronounce them ſelf. condemn- 
ed Hereticks ?) that themſelves practiſe; 
and encourage others to practiſe, the moſt 
helliſh barbarities, in the face of the plain- 
eſt contrary laws which they acknowledge 
to be given by the bleſſed Son of God ? 
If our Saviour declares in this chapter, V. 
19, that whoſdever ſhall break one of the 
leaſt Commendments, of the moral law, 
and teach men ſo, be ſhall be called leaſt 
in the kingdom of heaven, he ſhall be no 
good chriſtian, no true member of the 
Chriſtian church, Chriſt's kingdom upon 
earth, nor have a place in the heayenly 
kingdom, what ſhall we call the men who 
break, and teach others to break, the great- 
eſt of all his commandments, Charity? 
Fo the poſſibility of falyation in the 
Romiſh church, I muſt obſerve that ſalva- 
tion is a perſonal affair, and has very lit- 
tle to do with external denominations: as 
Fe. Peter ſays, Act X. 35. in every na- 
tion (we = add, in every religious pro- 
feſſion) he that feareth God and apr 20th 
righteouſneſs is accepted with him. Ac. 
cording to men's particular diſpoſitions, and 
religious conduct, fo ſhall their condition 
be by the impartial ſentence of their great 
#119] Judge, 


n 

Jadge, whatever ſociety they belong d to; 
And as they aſſociate with different ſenti- 
ments and different views, ſome honeſt 
minds, by an unhappy conjunctureè of cir- 
cumſtances, may have their firſt religious 
inſtructions within the Pale of that cor 
church, and, by early prejudices being led 
to join in her communion, yield an unex- 
amined aſſent to her tenets, while yet bet- 
ter affections prevail againſt their miſchie- 
vous tendency; nay and the truths of God 
ſtill profeſſed there, blended as they are 
with pernicious errors; and generally de- 
tained in nnrighteouſneſs, may, by their 
powerful impreſſion on ſome well - diſpoſe 
minds, form them to goodneſs. But it is 
ſufficient to our preſent. purpoſe, and, I 
think, certainly true; that the tendency 


of the principal peculiar doctrines of Po- 


ry, and even the goyerning view of the 
whole ſcheme is to unhinge the goſpel. So 
that it may be ſafely ſaid, not that all Pa- 
iſts, or who are in the communion of the 
Romiſt church, but the men whole tem» 


pers and converſations are throughly for- 
med upon that ſcheme, and who perſevere 


in acting according to its direction, if they 
have any claim to the favour of God, it 


muſt be upon terms quite different from 


thoſe of the chriſtian covenant; as diffe- 
rent 


1 
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tent as perſecution is from beneficence, and 
as the Hatred of ſome is from the Love 
of all men. | | 

Wu has miſled ſome learned Prote- 
ſtants in this matter, and drawn them in- 
to an exceſſive complaiſance for the Ro- 
miſh church, is their laying too great ſtreſs 
on external forms, eſpecially the regulat 
conveyance of miniſterial powers as ne- 
ceſſary to the validity of ſacred miniſtra- 
tions, and conſequently to the 72 of 4 
church. The Papiſts vehemently inſiſting 
that all teachers out of their Pale, and not 
authoriſed according to their forms, muſt 
be mere laymen, as not having holy or- 
ders, eſſential to their miniſtring with pro- 
per authority in the church ; many ofthe 
reformed being not able to deliver the 
world, nor indeed themſelves, from the pre- 
judices they had imbibed in favour of hu- 
man authority, and the importance and 
efficacy of external acts in religion, placed 


the defence of their ordination upon the 


conveyance of it from the church of Rome 
herſelf, the conſequence of which was ſo 
far acknowledging her to be a true church. 
Bur if the eſſence of Chriſtianity be the 
worſhip of God in Spirit and Truth, and 


the practice of virtuè and charity out of 


a pure heart, and of a good conſcience, 
CES, * | and 
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on things of no moment at all. 


GS — 
and of faith unfeigned ; andif the Being 
of a chriſtian church depends upon zhe/e, 
then certainly thoſe things cannot be eſ- 
ſential which have no connexion at all with 
true worſhip and religious virtue. Not to 
urge, what yet is molt certainly true, that 
the churches which found their title to a 
valid miniſtry, and valid miniſterial acts, 
upon a lineal ſucceſſion of perſons canoni · 
cally qualified to convey orders, will ne- 
ver be able to ſupport that title by hiſto- 
rical evidence, which is the only evidence 
it is capable of, but will find themſelves 
involved in the utmoſt uncertaiaty and con- 
fuſion. It is really ſurptiſing that men, 
who attend at all to the new Teſtament 
deſcriptions of the kingdom of Chriſt, that 


is, his true religion and his true church, that 


it does not conſiſt in. nor depend upon out- 
ward modes and obfervances, but righte- 


ouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the Holy 


Ghoſt ; that they ſhould till retain ſuc 
weak and ſuperſtitions notions, magnifying 
trifles into matters of the: greateſt impor- 
tance, and making the efficacy of the goſ- 
| inſtitutions depend on things which at 
beſt can ſerve no higher purpoles than thoſe 
of regularity and expedience; whereby the 


attention of Chriſtians is diverted. from 


the very life of pure religion, and placed 
My 
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My brethren, if our notion of Chriſ- 


tianity be, as I hope it is and always 


will be, that it is the Grace of God 
teaching us to live ſober, righteouſ- 
ty, _ godly, that it is Faith working 
4 Love, an univerſal obedience to the 

ivine commands, and that it conſiſts in 
the love of God and of mankind ; then we 
may conclude, hat ſociety is a true chriſ- 
tian church in which theſe principles are 
taught and enforced, and where they pro- 
duce their proper fruits, whether her mi- 
niſters can prove the ſucceſſive deriyation 
of their powers in a canonical form or 
not; which is a matter of very {mall con- 
ſideration according to the declarations 
and deſign of the Goſpel. And then, on 


the contrary, that ſociety is no true Chril- 


tian Church where theſe eſſential princi- 
ples of religion are enervated by incon- 


ſiſtent doctrines, and a ſcheme of princi- 


ples is profeſſed which naturally tends to 
produce, and actually does produce, ſuper- 


ſtition and Idolatry inſtead. of piety, 


and barbarous cruelty inſtead of meek- 
neſs, gentleneſs, and goodneſs. And this 
being the juſt Character of the Church 
of Rome, we need not ſcruple to ſay it 
cuts off all her pretences to the denomi- 
nation of a true chriſtian Church, what - 
ever outward forms m_y remain in 155 
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and tho' the orders of her Clergy were 
more indiſputably regular, and handed 
down in a more uninterrupted ſucceſſion 
than they really are. | 

II. I ſhall conclude with mentioning 
ſome uſeful inſtructions to ourſelves, 
which obviouſly ariſe from this ſubject. 

Firſt, W xt ought to account it an in- 
valuable mercy that it has pleaſed God 
to fayour us with the Light of reformed 
Chriſtianity, and that by a ſignal inter- 
poſition of his providence we are deli- 
vered in ſo great a meaſure from the 
darkneſs, the errors, the ſuperſtition, and 
tyranny of Popery. The Word of God 
is no more made of 0 effect by human 
traditions, nor his fear taught by the 
precepts of men uſurping authority over 
our conſciences and the very terms of 
our falyation, which was the unhappy 
condition of our fathers, and is the con- 
dition of many and great nations of the 
earth at this day. But we have the liberty 
of ſearching the pure original records of 
our divine religion, and ſeeing with our 
own eyes the uncorrupted inſtructions 
left us by our bleſſed Saviour, that we 
may form our tempers and our behaviour 
upon them, and upon the excellent example 
which he gave us; thereby learning to 
render unto God a reaſonable and a bn 
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ritual ſervice worthy of his acceptance, 


and to imitate his Goodneſs by loving 
our fellow -· creatures and fellow - chriſtians 
with pure hearts fervently, which our 
reaſon mult tell us is the glory and ha 
pineſs of our nature; learning this, I ſay, 
inſtead of embracing ablurd opinions, 
ſubmitting to tyrannical impoſitions, and 
worſhipping idols, and inſtead of a blind, 
wrathful, perſecuting zeal, which is the 
religion, ſo called, of Popery. Not to 
ourſelves but to God we ought to give 
the praiſe; for tho' there may be a good 
3 of wiſdom and merit in men's 
eing Proteſtants, becauſe the Proteſtant 
Religion is infinitely more rational, and 
has a direct tendency to virtue, whereas 
the doctrines of Popery tend to indulge 
men in all kinds of wickedneſs, and di- 
rectly to promote ſome; for which rea- 
ſon, when the two oppoſite ſchemes are 
fairly and equally propoſed, it is much 


more worthy of men, and ſhews a bet- 


ter diſpoſition to embrace Proteſtantiſm z 
E how rare are the examples of men 
rought up in the popiſh profeſſion, and 

in countries where it is enforced by hu- 
man terrors, as it is in all places where 
it is eſtabliſned; how rare, 1 ſay, are the 
examples of thoſe who have underſtand- 
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ing and virtue enough to deliver themſelves 
from its errors. And therefore we ought 
to acknowledge ourſelves indebted to the 
goodneſs of God who has favoured us 
with the advantage of a better education, 
whereby we are trained up in the know- 
ledge of the truth as it is in Feſus, free 
from the corruptions of that apoſtate 
Church. This mercy ought ſo much the 
more to excite our gratitude when we 
conſider that Popery has made violent 
efforts, and ſubtle ſchemes have been 
hid, for recovering its poſſeſſion in theſe 
nations, which by the divine providence 
have been remarkably defeated. But 
theſe events I ſhall not inſiſt on. I hope 
you will ſtill remember them with thank- 
fulneſs to God, who has hitherto been 
our defence and our ſalvation. * 

'- Secondly, Lr us celebrate with the 
voice of joy and affectionate 'praife the 
great deliverance of this day. When this 
Ciry and the proteſtant Intereſt of this 


Kingdom were to be made a facrifice to 


the antichriſtian ſpirir of Popery, when 
the bloody deſign was juſt ripe for exe- 
cution, and the long meditated miſchief 
immediately to be perpetrared, ir pleafed 
God then to 0b the ſnare, and the 
victims devoted to deſtruction W 
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Had not the Lord been on our ſide, well. 


may the Proteſtants of Ireland ſay, 
when men roſe up, againſt. us they had 
ſwallowed us up quick. The circum- 
ſtances of this great event are ſo well 
known that I ſhall not trouble you with 
a repetition of them. Only let me ob- 
ſerve that the whole contrivance ſhews 


Popery, in its true colours, as abhorrent 


from the meekneſs, the love, and gentle - 
neſs of the Chriſtian Religion as any 
thing can poſſibly be. Let any man, if 
he can, form in his own imagination a 
ſcene more oppoſite to the ee and 
example of the bleſſed Feſws; inſtead of 
loving enemies, bleſſing them that curſ?, 
and doing good to perſecutors, a horrid 
conſpiracy formed to murder the 88 
and peaceable in the land, to deſtroy 
the very foundations of civil government, 


and root out the Proteſtant name, all 


under the pretence of religion and a zeal 


of God. But how unlike the zeal which 


is according to chriſtian knowledge ! But 
however wicked the devices of our ene: 
mies were, and their attempts furious, 
this is our comfort that God diſappointed 
them. He turned their counſels head- 
long, and brake their power, ſo that 


their hands were not able to accompliſh 
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4 their enterprizes. The Lord reigneth 


let the earth rejoice, let the multitude 
of the ifles be glad, and particularly let 
the inhabitants of this Ifland rejoice in 
his protection. Truſt in the Lord at all 
times ye people, God is a refuge for 
as. » 

_ Laſily, Wu AT EVER R others do, let us 
endeavour to obey the precepts and imi- 
rate the example of Jeſus 2 whom 
we acknowledge our Saviour and our 
Lord. Since we call him Maſter, and 
profeſs his goſpel, let the ſame mind be 
in us which was in him, and the ſpirit 
of his religion thoroughly poſſeſs our 
hearts, diſcovering itſelf in our converſa- 


tions by the fruits of love, meekneſs, 


, 


ef and goodneſs. And particu- 
arly, as the Papiſts have abundantly de- 
monſtrated the falſeneſs of heir religion, 
and its contrariety to the Chriſtian ſpirit, 
by their enmity, curſing, deſpiteful uſage, 
and perſecution, let us ſhew the truth of 
our Religion, and that it is uncorrupted 


Chriſtianity, by , putting on bowels of 


mercy, humbleneſs of mind, long-ſuffer- 
ing, and Charity; and in a ſpecial man- 
ner by all proper expreſſions of undiſſem- 
bled kindneſs and forbearance towards 
Papiſts themſelves. I confeſs I have led 

you 
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you to think as ill of Popery as you can 
think. I have ſaid that the Rom 
Church is no true Church, and that her 
Religion is not only erroneous and ſuper- 
ſtitious, but that it is not Chriſtianity at 
all. But ſuppoſing all this to be true, 
and even ſuppoſing that thorough Papiſts, 
who are ſo not in name and profeſſion 
but in ſpirit and practice, acting fully 
up to their principles, are no more true 
Chriſtians than Mahometans and Pagans 
are; I ſay, ſuppoſing this, what then? 
Still they are no worle than Enemies 
and Perſecutors, and my Text teaches 
us to loye ſuch, and do good to them, 
Eſpecially as it has pleaſed God in his 
providence to continue a great number 
of that perſuaſion in our land, here is a 
trial of our obedience to the laws of 
the Goſpel, which plainly direct us to 
render them good for evil. I do not 
mean for perſonal Injuries (perhaps they 
have not done us any) but the Evil 
which their principles incline them to, 
and others of their denomination have 
actually dane to Proteſtants in this Kiug- 
dom, and elſewhere. To treat them 
with contempt and ſeverity, to revenge 
upon them the wrongs of other popilh 
perſecutors, and extirpate their religion. 
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merely as ſuch and becauſe it is a bad 


religion, by force, would be too like 


themſelves, and juſtify by our Practice 
what we condemn in them. Bur ro, 
convert them from the error of ther 
way, and root their falſe religion out of 


their hearts, this would be a noble and 
a chriſtian revenge, as well as it would 
be the beſt ſecurity of our ewn liber- 
ties and our peace. I do not pretend 
ro ſay any thing concerning the laws 
which are in force againſt Popery, but 
this; that they are only to be juſtified 
upon the foot of civil ſelf-defence. E- 
very tate has an undoubted Right to 
to ſecure it jelf againſt all profeſſions and 
practices, whether they be coloured with 
rhe 33 of relig. on or not, which 
are dangerous to the publick tranquillity; 
and ſome of the popiſh principles are un- 
queſtionably of that ſort: ſtill” however 
the milder the methods be which are 
uſed for that end, the better and the 
more becoming chriſtian rulers. Bur I 
confels I have no notion of converting 
men by penalties. That is a work en- 
tirely out of the reach of civil ſanctions, 
and only to be effected by reafon and 
perſuaſion. And, the truth{is, the more 
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the leſs ſincere they are: which is con: 


firmed by our own experience, for we 
know that a new legal convert is a 
3 Character; I am afraid too 
aſtly. _ | 

| I . can ſcarcely have. eſcaped the ob- 
ſervation of any of us that Popery has 
long and obſtinately maintained its inte- 
reſt in this Kingdom. I believe there 
are no people in the world among whom 
the \ religion has been openly 
profeſſed ſo many years, nay and had 
the countenance of public Authority, yet 
ſo generally, indeed almoſt univerſally, 
rejected by them as the 1r:p. This 
extraordinary Appearance well deſerves 
our ſerious attention; and I can't bur 


think we would be uſefully employed in 


enquiring into the cauſes of it. My 


_ preſent ſubject leads me only to take 


notice of one, which ought to be men- 
tioned with ſhame and regret, thar is, the 


inexcuſable remiſsneſs of Proteſtants in 


endeayouring, by chriſtian methods, to 
propagate what they profeſs as the moſt 
important and ſalutary Truths of God, 
and to inſtruct and reform their fellow- 
creatures whom they believe to be miſe- 
rably ſeduced. How has the Reforma- 
tion been carried on in other Countries? 

Certainly 
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Certainly by the bleſſing of God upon 
the zeal and diligence of men, who, 
being themſelves convinced, laboured in- 
ceſſantly in diſcovering the errors of 
Popery to others, and bringing them ta 
the knowledge of the Trath. But to our 
reproach it muſt be acknowledged that 
very little pains has been taken, very few 
attempts made, to convert the natives 
of Ireland, by [peaking the truth to 
them in love, and inſirufting them in 
meekneſs. The moſt illuſtrious example 
in this kind which, as far as I know, 
our hiſtory affords, though really rhe 
Example upbraids us it has been ſo lit- 
tle imitated, is that of the excellent Bi- 
op Beper, who, being placed among 
a multitude of Papiſts, applied himſelf 
molt affectionately to their conyerſion ; 
with unwearied diligence, though at an 
advanced age, he acquired, and obliged 
ſome of his Clergy to acquire, the know- 
ledge of the Jriſh language, (which was 
then the more neceſſary becauſe very few 
of the natives underſtood Engliſh) in 


which he compoſed a Catechiſm, and had 


the ſervice of the Church performed in 
it once every ſunday in his own Cathe- 
dral; he procured a tranſlation of the 
whole Bible which he corrected himſelf 
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and ſo far he was ſucceſsful, that the 


Hiſtorian of his Life informs us ſeveral 

piſh prieſts, converted by his means, 

ecame proteſtant beneficed Miniſters in 
his own Dioceſe. But as that good work 
met with a great deal of envious oppoſi- 
tion in his life time, it ended in the Re- 
bellion and his death; and ſuch a ſpirit of 
Zeal and Charity has never hitherto been 
revived. | 

Ir is true there has been. of late a ſo- 
ciety formed, and incorporated by the 
Royal Charter, for propagating Chriſtian 
knowledge among the 1ri/þ Papiſts by 
erecting ſchools in ſeveral convenient 
parts of the Kingdom. This ſeems to be 
a very laudable deſign, and I heartily 
wiſh the good providence of God may 
happily dire& the management of it, and 
crown it with ſucceſs. But why ſhould 
not the Proteſtant Religion, which we 
are perſuaded is pure Chriſtianity, be ad- 
dreſs'd ro, grown men? are there none 
qualified to engage in ſuch an under- 
taking, or none willing to ſupport them 


in it? Ithink this is as properly —— 


in an aſſembly of Proteſtant Diſſenters 
as any where; for there needs no legal 
Authority in the execution of ir, the 
only fit methods being thoſe of m_ 
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and perſuaſion. Bur I ſhall content my 
ſelf with barely mentioning this, and 
leave it to the farther conſideration of 
thoſe whoſe zeal for the intereſt of pure 
religion, and charity to the ſouls of men, will 
diſpoſe them to ſet on foot and encourage 
ſo uſeful a work. In the mean time, to 
adorn our profeſſion with good works, ſo 
that others ſeeing them may glorify our 
heavenly Father, is the unqueſtionable 


duty of all, even in the moſt private 


ſtations; and mee tue ſ to thoſe that 0 
poſe the truth, particularly the Papiſts, 


with the fruits of beneficence and mer- 


cy, is the way to conciliate their affec- 


tions, and to fulfil the Law of Chriſt, 


bis royal Law of Charity. 
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